ORIGINAL COMMUNICATION. 


(Communicated by Mr. Preece .) 

Chelmsford, 25 th April , 1890. 

Dear Sir, —The following is a short account of the snake 
experiment I was telling you about on Wednesday :— 

On the 15th inst. I passed an alternating current at 2,000 
volts from a 37-unit Mordey alternator through a common grass 
snake (3 feet long) that I had captured the previous day. 

I first bound a long length of wire (wire 1) several times 
round the tail, to make sure of a good contact (the snake was laid 



on a rubber mat); and to wire 2 I attached about 6 inches or 
8 inches of a 3-ampere lead fuse: this I held in the animal’s mouth, 
and, after turning on the exciting current, waited till the wire had 
fused to within 1 inch of the main wire. There is not the least 
doubt that the snake got the whole current, as a spark was 
running from the end of the fuse wire all the time the current 
was on. At first the snake wriggled violently, but after a few 
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seconds it became quite still, leading me to suppose it was dead; 
however, a couple of minutes after the circuit had been broken, 
its body began to heave and tremble, and in a minute or two 
more it became as lively as ever. I tried the experiment once 
more, with exactly the same result. 

Perhaps you can give some explanation of this rather curious 
experiment. I unfortunately destroyed the snake before taking 
its resistance; but as soon as I succeed in capturing another one 
I will do this, and let you know the result of the experiment, if 
you think the matter of sufficient interest.—I am, dear Sir, 
yours faithfully, 

W. C. C. HAWTAYNE. 


W. H. Preece, Esq., F.K.S. 



